 Winkler Minor Basketball Officiating
Sometimes we as officials are unsure of what to call and what to leave, so here’s a guide.

Travelling – At the grade 3&4 level, I would call travel here basically only if they walk (2 or more steps with the basketball. Minor foot shuffles and changing pivot foots are not a big deal at this age. At the 5&6 level, I would not allow changes of pivot foot, or any steps. At the 7&8, call it tight, the same way it would be called in a regular game.

Carry Ball – At the 3&4 level, I would only call it if a player makes significant progress while having their hand underneath the ball. At the 5&6/7&8 levels, I would call this tight, as in any time their hand is on the bottom half of the ball and the dribble continues, it’s a violation.
Double Dribble – If they dribble with two hands, or resume their dribble after stopping, it needs to be called. 

Fouls – If there is any kind of swatting motion that leads to contact, it needs to be called, no matter how minimal the contact, as this is a bad habit.

If one player is hovering over another and is in their space, it becomes a foul on the defensive player as soon as any contact is made.  If the offensive player does not “own their space” it is not necessarily a foul.
Jump Balls – Let them fight over a ball for about a two count, so that we can reward the aggressive player.

General Advice – As much as possible, make sure that players understand what they did wrong – don’t just make a call without having the player understand, because the mistake will just repeat over and over.  Ask a player if they know what they did, and if they don’t, take a second to explain it so that they will understand.  
Fouls 

On a non-shooting foul, the team that was fouled will be awarded 1 point, and keep possession.
On a shooting foul, the team that was fouled will be awarded two points and the other team will gain possession. 

Substitutions

At the grade 3 and 4 level, we will play 3 on 3, and have subs every 3 minutes with a 2 minute half time. 

At the other levels, subs will happen every five minutes. The team that has possession when the buzzer goes will get the ball when play resumes.  

  Remember, it’s not wins and losses that matter here, its fun, and player development. 

             An official plays a large role in both of these. If you have any questions, please let me know.

